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of the empire. The House of Austria kept that dignity to itself for near two hundred years, during which time it was always attempting to extend its power by encroaching upon the rights and privileges of the other states of the empire; till, at the end of the bellum tricennale, the Treaty of Munster, of which France is guarantee, fixed the respective claims.
Italy has been constantly torn to pieces, from the time of the Goths, by the Popes and the anti-Popes, severally supported by other great powers of Europe, more as their interest than as their religion led them: by the pretensions also of France and the House of Austria, upon Naples, Sicily, and the Milanese, not to mention the various lesser causes of squabbles there for the little states, such as Ferrara, Parma, Mont-ferrat, <fec.
The Popes, till lately, have always taken a considerable part and had great influence in the affairs of Europe: their excommunications, bulls, and indulgences stood instead of armies in the times of ignorance and bigotry; but now that mankind is better informed, the spiritual authority of the Pope is not only less regarded, but even despised by the Catholic princes themselves; and his Holiness is actually little more than Bishop of Eome, with large temporalities, which he is not likely to keep longer than till the other greater powers in Italy shall find their conven-iency in taking them from him. Among the modern Popes, Leo4 X., Alexander VI., and Sixtus Quintus, deserve your particular notice; the first, among other things, for his own learning and taste, and for his encouragement of the reviving arts and sciences in Italy.